THE TRAGEDT OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
Even if MacDonald had, in the whole of his public life, the
leisure necessary to acquire the scholarship of a man of culture,
he had not the temperament to gain anything but the superficial
fripperies. His disposition was too restless, too nervously
excitable and too anxious, lie lacked the patience and
concentration of the student.
There is a general impression that MacDonald was out-
standing in culture among his colleagues in the Cabinet.
Nothing is further from the truth. In the Labour Cabinet
of 1929-31 it is certain that he would not come into the first
dozen, if the names wore put in order of culture and scholar-
ship. In the c National * Government there was no criterion of
culture that would put MacDonald anywhere but among the
last three. Indeed, it is not a certainty that he could claim a
culture higher than any, except, of course, Mr. J. II. Thomas,
who is in a class by himself.
It was a saying among the Greeks that in every man there
are four men. There is the man the world sees, the man his
friends sec, the man as he sees himself, and the man whom
the gods sec. The last is, of course, the real, authentic man.
Any other estimate must be incomplete. Doubtless there
might be not four, but forty.
The only valid judgment of a man is that of the historian
of the future who, uninfluenced by the environment of place
and time and people, can form a clear and just appreciation of
his character and status. But men cannot wait. An estimate
is wanted now. The evidence of facts, influences and forces
upon which the historian of the future will have to rely is being
supplied now. With the evidence here available, it is possible
to form a discriminating judgment, which, necessarily not
final, can, at any rate, be fair.
What, then, does the world think of MacDonald ? Of no
other prominent personality would that question be more
difficult to answer. It may truly be said that the reputation of
no outstanding figure in recent years has undergone so great
or so many changes as that of Ramsay MacDonald. To world
opinion MacDonald was at one time unknown, but in Britain
his rapid rise to fame was broken by the War. Then he slipped
back in public favour, only to recover dramatically in 1922.
From that date, when he became Leader of the Opposition, h^
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